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News Release
March 1, 1993 '
Contact: Teri Rizvi

"SATISFIED CUSTOMERS" HELP SELL
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
DAYTON, Ohio-- It took Joseph Pierzchala, a 17-year-old senior from Adlai
Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, Ill., outside of Chicago, less than 24 hours to
discover for himself that the copy in the University of Dayton recruitment brochure wasn't
hype.
"It's really friendly," he said after visiting campus and spending a night in Founders
Hall with first-year student Thomas Chuey. "The people here are really friendly, the class
sizes aren't huge and it's easy to meet your professor."
Virtually every day on the University of Dayton campus high school seniors are
learning what college life is all about from those who know best: college students.

"If you just came down with your parents or had an admission counselor show you
around, they would only point out the good points," said Pierzchala, who also shot pool,
helped Chuey announce a women's basketball game for the student radio station and visited a
biology and qualitative analysis class, both requirements for the pre-med major he's
considering.
"With a student, you learn the real story--the goods and the bads."
..flierzchala's host is one of 180 student volunteers at the University of Dayton who
make up a service club called "Campus Connection." In the fall, they telephoned nearly
3,000 prospective college students. Today, they're calling accepted students to offer
congratulations and help in the admission process. The students also eat lunch with visiting
families, give campus tours and visit high schools in the state as part of a traveling student
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panel. The panel offers candid advice ranging from what to look for in a ,college to how to
live on one's own to "always visit the cafeteria and eat before you leave."
Their effmts are paying off for the University of Dayton, the state's largest private
university. Applications have surpassed 6,000, an all-time high and a 20 percent jump over
last year at this time.
Chris Munoz, the University's associate provost for enrollment management, describes
the all-volunteer student corps as "satisfied customers sharing their experience and letting
others know how good the University of Dayton is."
"I remember what it was like to be in their shoes," said Karin Buening, a junior
communication major from Centerville who coordinates the phone-calling program. "This is
a way for me to help and give back what I received."
It's also a kick to spot familiar faces among the entering first-year students. "Three of
my girls (from the overnight host and hostess program) came," said Angela Ruffolo, president
of Campus Connection. "It's the best feeling in the world to see them on campus the next

year."
-30For interviews, contact Chris Munoz at (513) 229-3717; Terri Bullman, coordinator of
campus visits and student volunteers, at (513) 229-4411; or Angela Ruffolo, president of
Campus Connection at (513) 229-4411. University of Dayton students host prospective
students daily through the overnight host and hostess and "Lunch Bunch" programs. The
traveling student panel will visit Badin High School on March 9, Spring Valley Academy on
March 23, Miami Valley School on April 5 and Dixie High School on April 7.
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